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by Teresa Peneguy Paprock

Gene Zimmerman puts on his gloves, throws 
on a thick coat and scarf to brace against the 
winter wind, and goes outside to greet the 
goats.

In the front yard of his home near Fox Lake is 
a goat amusement park of sorts, with ramps 
and things to crawl through. Goats get bored, 
he says, and happy goats are productive goats. 
Behind the house is another enclosure where 
more goats live, and behind that, a barn for the 
goats who are “expecting.”

The tiniest goats, some only a day old, live in 
the warmest barn, snuggled up to their moth-
ers and to sneaky little kittens. Gene likes to 
get close to the goats, pretending to kiss their 
curious-looking faces. It’s clear that the rela-
tionship he has with them is one of mutual 
respect - he keeps them warm, fed and happy, 
and they supply him with the milk for goat 
cheese, a delicacy that Europeans have always 
enjoyed and Americans seem to have discov-

FARM Program gives farmers a helping hand

ered only recently.

It’s a good living that Gene has carved out, with his 
wife, Gwen, two daughters, Kiersten and Raisha, and 
their handful of huge St. Bernards. And Gene knows 
not to take it for granted. Farming is hard work – sta-
tistically, the most dangerous occupation in the continued on page 4

$2.4 million Capital Campaign launched for women’s hall
by Elisabeth Marx

Continued  on page 11

Artist’s rendering of the new residence hall 

Championed with a lead gift of $1.5 million 
from the Gregory C. Van Wie Charitable 
Foundation, Easter Seals has launched a $2.4 
million capital campaign to build and furnish 
a new, fully accessible hall for women and 
girls. More than $2.2 has been raised to date.

The building will serve as a memorial to the late 
Gregory C. Van Wie, a Wisconsin Dells native 
who was a real estate developer, a member of the 
Kiwanis and an avid supporter and fan of Camp 
Wawbeek. Van Wie died in 1996 while still in his 
40s. The building will be possible because of this 
generous gift from his trust.

Each year, almost 400 campers - children, teens 
and adults - experience the joy of spending 
a week or two at Camp Wawbeek. Unfor-
tunately, the residence hall for women and 
girls is 60 years old and is seriously outmod-
ed for the needs of our campers. Among 
many other problems, the current dorm 
accommodates wheelchairs awkwardly, 
offers little privacy, and has too much of an 
institutional feel. At the time the residence 

hall was built, people with severe disabilities 
were often 
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Mail or fax to:
Easter Seals Wisconsin
101 Nob Hill Road, Suite 301
Madison, WI  53713
Fax, 608-277-8333
Voice, 800-422-2324; 608-277-8288
TTY, 608-277-8031
Web site, www.wi-easterseals.org

Help make the Gregory C. Van Wie Hall for 
Women & Girls a reality!

I pledge to contribute $____ toward Camp Wawbeek’s 
Capital Campaign to raise money to build and furnish a 
fully accessible hall for women and girls at Camp Waw-
beek. 

___I will pay my pledge over ____ (1-5) years. 
OR
___I will make a one-time gift.

___Check enclosed (payable to Easter 
Seals WI)
___Please charge my credit card in ac-
cordance with my pledge schedule:
__VISA  __Master Card 
#____________________Exp.__________
Signature___________________________
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A salute to past board chairs!
Past board chairs gathered during the annual meeting to pay respect to 
Wayne Corey, who received the Easter Seals Wisconsin Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award. Shown from left to right are Peter Eltink, who was chair of the 
board in 1987, 1988, 1999,  and 2000; Wayne Corey, 1981, 1982, 1991, and 1992; 
Madelyn Glaeden, 1979, 1980; Keith Sperling, 1993, 1994; Mark Rooney, 1997, 
1998. Many years of talent, commitment and hard work are represented in this 

Thank you,
Wisconsin Craftsmen!
After 61 years, the Wisconsin Craftsmen program 
ended this year. The final store, in downtown Milwau-
kee, closed in December. Wisconsin Craftsmen was a 
unique program that allowed people with disabilities to 
provide partial support for themselves by selling home-
made crafts. Thank you to all who worked with the 
program and purchased merchandise over the years.
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institutionalized. A typical Easter Seals camper in the 
1950s was likely to be ambulatory but was physically 
limited by polio, the early stages of multiple sclerosis, 
mild forms of cerebral palsy, a club foot or a single limb 
amputation.

Things are quite different now. More people are surviving 
physically traumatic births and accidents but require ex-
tensive personal care. Individuals with mild physical dis-
abilities and medical needs are comfortable mainstreamed 
into regular camp settings. Now, 80% of our campers use 
wheelchairs and require assistance with personal care, 
such as bathing.

A typical camper today has much more complex physical 
disabilities, frequently stemming from significant dam-
age to the nervous system, muscles, brain or spinal cord, 
such as occurs with complex cases of cerebral palsy and 
muscular dystrophy. 

RIVA Architects worked closely with us to create a build-
ing that balances our desire to create a camp experience 
that brings people together and close to nature, with a 
commitment to meeting the physical care needs of camp-
ers.

The new two-story hall is designed to hold 56 campers in 
eight rooms. It will have two elevators, a kitchen and din-
ing hall, several lounges, a camper store, and a computer 

Capital campaign, from page 1



room. Campers will have twice as many bathrooms, and these 
will have more specialized modifications and greater privacy.

The entire building will be air-conditioned, a virtual necessity for 
our campers whose conditions make it more difficult to regulate 
their body temperature. 

The campaign goal of $2.4 million will primarily cover the costs 
of building and furnishing the new Hall for Women and Girls, 
and will also transform the current girls’ dorm into a nursing 
station and canteen and add improvements to the men and boys 
residence hall. 

The new residence hall is scheduled to be completed by summer 
2003, and work on the other buildings will take place in the fall.  
To accomplish that goal, we hope to have gifts and pledges in 
place by June 2003.

Easter Seals Wisconsin will recognize donors in a variety of 
ways, including naming opportunities for various parts of the 
new building and a Wall of Recognition in the front entry. Out-
right gifts of cash have the most immediate impact in securing 
the financial health of the new residence hall, but we are delight-
ed to accept gifts in other forms that may better fit the donor’s 
philanthropic preferences. 

For information on making a donation to the capital campaign, 
contact Ken Saville, (608-277-8288 or 800-422-2324, ext. 108, ksav-
ille@wi-easterseals.org). 

Outgoing board president John Teevan presents 
Wayne Corey with the Lifetime Achievement 
Award.

association with Easter Seals Wisconsin. John’s in-
volvement with Easter Seals has spanned more than 20 
years. He has been valued as an “unofficial advisor” 
to camp. An original member of the “Golf Outing for 
Kids!” Committee, he actively participated in the event 
by playing and sponsoring. His family and his busi-
ness have donated to the annual pancake breakfast for 
10 years and he is an active contributor to the Friends 
of Wawbeek. John has participated in the Easter Seals 

VIP program for a number of years. John assisted with the 
building of the Respite Center by asking his suppliers to donate 
building supplies and hardware. And because of his tremen-
dous efforts and vision in helping to secure a contribution of 
$1.5 million from his cousin’s trust, Camp Wawbeek is building 
a new residence hall for women and girls.

The Kenneth Svee Award was presented to Erva Loomis Merow 
of Kenosha for her work with people with disabilities. She has 
been a volunteer in her community for 54 years, serving adults 
and children with mental and physical disabilities in a variety of 
ways.

The Janesville Blackhawk Golden K, Manitowoc Golden K, 
and Heart of the Valley Golden K of Little Chute received the 
Outstanding Service Organization Award; Madison Newspa-
pers Inc., Dells Events, and In Business received the Outstand-
ing Media Award; Wilmot Key Club received the Outstanding 
Youth Fund Raiser Award; Jim Sala received the Outstanding 
Volunteer Fund Raiser award; and Fred Leverenz and Teri Black 
received the Elsa Trombla Outstanding Volunteer Award.

continued from page 10
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Easter Seals Welcomes...
Tricia Behn joined the Easter Seals 
Wisconsin staff as a rural rehabilita-
tion specialist in November 2002. 
She is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in occupational 
therapy. She is currently enrolled in 
a master’s program in health care 
administration.  

Tricia grew up 
on a farm in 
Sauk County 
and helped her 
family with the 
dairy operation, 
as well as with 
other livestock. 
She has been 
an instructor at 
Madison Area 
Technical Col-

lege and worked for 24 years as an 
occupational therapist for the Sauk 
County Health Care Center. She was 
also employed as an area director 
for Dungarvin, providing service in 
multiple counties.

Of her position at Easter Seals, Tricia 
says, “In my position, the farm as-
sessments are the highlight. I enjoy 
meeting new people and helping in 
any way I can to reduce the chal-
lenges that may be keeping them 
from their productive farm roles. 
I have found the individuals that 
I have met to be patient, creative 
problem solvers. Many have farmed 
the same land for generations and 
continue to work alongside grand-
parents and parents. I enjoy hearing 
about the farms and farm life.”

Bruce Whitmore 
joined the Easter 
Seals staff as a 
rural rehabilita-
tion specialist in 
November 2002. 
He has a Bachelor 
of Science de-
gree in technical 
agriculture from 
the University of 
Wisconsin-Platte-

ville and a master’s degree in educa-

tion with a vocational emphasis. He 
has been an owner and operator of 
a family dairy, crop and beef farm; 
taught vocational agriculture at 
Brodhead High School; and served 
as the farm and grounds manager at 
St. Coletta of Wisconsin. “The part 
I like most about my job so far is 
that I get to meet farmers and try to 
help them make their lives better,” 
he says.

Brooke Welch 
joined the Easter 
Seals Wisconsin 
staff as a techni-
cal assistant for 
the FARM pro-
gram in Novem-
ber 2002.  Brooke 
grew up on a 
farm and says 
she enjoys her 
position because 

she likes working with farmers.

Elisabeth Marx joined Easter Seals in 
September 2002 as Manager of Founda-
tion and Government Relations. She has 

a master’s degree in 
policy analysis and 
nonprofit manage-
ment from the New 
School for Social 
Research. In the past, 
Elisabeth has served 
as Executive Director 
of Mothers & Others 
for a Liveable Planet 
and for the Rauch 
Foundation, a private 

family foundation concerning children 
and families, community development 
and the environment. Of her position at 
Easter Seals, she says, “I enjoy helping 
children and adults with physical and 
developmental disabilities.”

Linda Outhouse joined the staff of 
Easter Seals in October 2002 as an 
accounting assistant. She has a two 
year technical degree in medical 
technology. Linda has experience 
with computer accounting software  

and has worked 
for Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters 
of Dane County 
as financial 
coordinator. “I 
enjoy working 
for ESW because 
of the friendly 
atmosphere and 
the fact that the 

agency is working to make the lives 
of people better.”

Teri Jean Blaney joined Easter Seals 
in August 2002 as a telemarketer for 
the Donation Center. She became 
an office assistant in October and 
assistant manager in January 2003. 
She has a bachelor of science degree 
in education with a specialization 
in Behavioral Disabilities. Her past 

employment 
includes teach-
ing  at several 
day care centers, 
owner of TJ 
Enterprises, and 
a claims repre-
sentative at WPS. 
Teri says she 
likes the fact that 
Easter Seals is a 

nonprofit agency and that it helps 
people with disabilities in Wiscon-
sin. “I also like dealing with people 
that want to donate to our cause 
every day.” 

At camp, you are like most of the kids - not the 
only one in the school.  I like that.  It’s good to 
learn how others talk and get around.

-Kerri, Wawbeek Camper ”
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Auctions raise funds for 
Easter Seals programs 
TV viewers tuned in to Easter Seals auctions 
twice over the last several months and supported 
Easter Seals programs by bidding on a wide 

variety of fantastic items. The Mad-
Town Auction, held October 27, 

raised more than $24,000. Thanks 
to sponsors Fox 47, WOLX 
94.9 FM, Pizza Hut, ANEW, 
Erickson Publications, and 
Insty-Prints. 

The Fox Valley auction, held April 6, raised 
$12,000. Easter Seals thanks our 
sponsors, UPN Channel 
32 WACY, WROE 94.3 
FM, News Radio 1360, 
WGEE, Godfrey & Kahn 
S.C., Sam’s Club, Apple-
ton, Fraternal Order of 
Police, and Circle K. 

In 1989, when Debra Pahl of Oshkosh was a college 
student, she began to notice a loss of movement in her 
fingers and toes. Soon after, the weakness spread to 
her legs. Later, she would be diagnosed with Muscular 
Dystrophy, and with Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy 
Syndrome. 

A trained Emergency Medical Technician, she was 
eventually unable to do that job. Instead of giving 
up, she chose to pursue a career as a medical coding 
specialist. Those who know her say that Deb portrays 
an attitude of encouragement to all around her. On 
November 2, 2002, Easter Seals Wisconsin presented 
the  Personal Achievement Award to Deb, for all the 
barriers she has overcome and all the hope she has 
brought to others.

 So far, Deb has had 17 surgeries and must use an elec-
tric wheelchair to get around. But she refuses to let that 
prevent her from reaching out. She volunteers at Mercy 
Medical Center in Oshkosh, serves on the Oshkosh 
Transit Advisory Committee, and is a member of the 
Winnebago County Long Term Support Board for the 
Aging. 

Deb was one of a number of people recognized that day 
for their contributions to others. 

Former board member and board chair Wayne Corey 
of Madison received the Lifetime Achievement Award 
in recognition of his many years of service as a spokes-
man on behalf of Easter Seals and people with disabili-
ties. 

Wayne has been a dedicated Easter Seals Wisconsin 
volunteer and friend since 1975. He has served on the 
board of directors, hosted telethons, spoken to legisla-
tors, served as a charter member of the Easter Seals 
Wisconsin Presidents’ Council and as chair of the State 
of Wisconsin’s Americans with Disabilities Act State-
wide Coordinating Committee.

 John Van Wie was presented with the annual Clare D. 
Rejahl Memorial Award, presented in recognition of an 

Friends recognized at Easter Seals Annual Meeting 

Debra Pahl (center), with friends at the Easter Seals Wiscon-
sin Annual Meeting in November.

continued on page 11
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United States. Every year approxi-
mately 5-8% of farmers are disabled 
by farm injuries. For Gene, who 
suffers from several medical condi-
tions, farming very nearly became 
impossible.

It’s hard for him to imagine doing 
anything else; he and his wife were 
both raised on farms. Unlike with 
other jobs, one can’t just walk away 
from a farm and apply elsewhere. 
So when Gene’s medical conditions 
made it harder and harder for him 
to tend to the animals, he knew he 
needed some help. He found that 
help through Easter Seals Farm 
Assessment and Rehabilitation 
Methods program (FARM), formerly 
known as the Resource Center for 
Farmers with Disabilities (RCFD).

FARM, in partnership with the 
Division of Vocational Rehabilita-
tion (DVR) and the University of 
Wisconsin Cooperative Extension 
(to form AgrAbility), helps farmers 
with disabilities to continue to farm. 
Under an agreement with DVR, 

FARM will provide up to 72 
farm site assessments this year (so 
far 30 have been requested), and 
the program is expected to expand 
even more in the years to come. 
DVR counselors will be provided a 
better understanding of the issues 
facing farmers as well as the cultural 
aspects of farm family life.

With the change from RCFD to 
FARM, the program has grown 
to three times bigger than it was 
previously, so more clients can be 

served more quickly and with more 
resources. Three full-time positions 
have been added at Easter Seals Wis-
consin – a technical assistant and two 
rural rehabilitation special-
ists.  A computer data base 
will help match clients to 
community resources best 
able to help them. The direc-
tor of the Easter Seals FARM 
program, Paul Leverenz, is 
training DVR staff to deal 
with the special challenges of 
farming. “The DVR staff has 
had great success with farm-
ers,” says Leverenz. “With 
the training we can add the 
benefit of Easter Seals’ expe-
rience.”

Wisconsin has a definite 
need for such a service, with 
$40 billion annually coming 
from agriculture. “Agricul-
ture has a huge economic impact on 
Wisconsin,” says Levernez.

Interestingly, not all FARM clients 
start out as farmers. “Some people 
have actually entered the field of 
agriculture because of a disability,” 
says Leverenz. “They find out this is 
something they can do.”

The agreement calls for outreach to 
the agricultural community to provide 
a better understanding of the services 
DVR offers. The FARM program 
works in collaboration with two part-
ners: the UW Cooperative Extension, 
which provides consumer outreach 
and evaluation services for FARM, 
and the Wisconsin Farm Center, 
which performs farm financial feasi-
bility studies for clients, along with 
consumer outreach.

For Gene, the main problem was his 
knees, which had degenerated. “I’ve 
always had knee problems,” he says, 
tracing them to an extreme growth 
spurt in childhood. In addition, Gene 
has an undiagnosed disease of the 
central nervous system which causes 
headaches and fevers. He never 
knows when the “attacks” will hit, 
and when they do, it becomes exceed-
ingly difficult for him to tend to his 
500 animals.

After evaluating the situation, Easter 
Seals staff recommended equipment 
to help, and DVR provided that equip-
ment, including a gravity-flow feed bin, a 

Polydome bin, a Poly-Tuf cart, and a rock 
picker. Each of these items made it easier 
for Gene to continue his work with less 
stress to his knees, and with less overall 
effort so that his illness would not make 
it impossible for him to work. The equip-
ment has allowed Gene and his family to 
continue to live the life they have loved.

Russ Moyer is a dairy farmer outside 
Barneveld. Like Gene, Russ has had his 
share of knee problems, and both of his 
knees have been replaced. Russ has a 
large dairy farm, with some 400 cows 
that must be milked twice a day. Hired 
help has had a tendency to be unreliable, 
and Russ’ family helps when possible, 
but for the most part, Russ goes it alone. 
Russ needed assistive devices to help him 
continue to tend to his cows.

One simple fix was stairs added to his 
tractor. “It’s easier to get up on it,” he 
says. “It really helps an awful lot.” He 
also received, through DVR, a hand-oper-
ated machine for hauling whatever needs 
hauling, be it salt, feed, rocks or leaves. 
By using his hands he is able to prevent 
stress to his knees. “It’s easier now than it 
has been in the last few years,” he says.

Russ has been farming for 35 years. Like 
Gene, Russ sees farming as his life; leav-
ing it isn’t really an option.  “I like the 
cattle, and I like being outdoors,” he says. 

FARM Program, from page 1 “ 
 ”

Wisconsin-Upper Peninsula Michigan Circle K 
Governor Cindy Ramm and Treasurer Paul Mor-
gan pose with Ken Saville, Vice President of Pro-
gram Development for Easter Seals Wisconsin. 
Circle K is a great supporter of Easter Seals camps. 
The college student organization had a clean-up 
day at camp in the fall, and raised $3,200 at an auc-
tion in October 2002.

As a single mother, it has given me a break from 
always having to take care of my son.  My other 
children were able to do things we enjoy with-
out having to leave.  I also was able to get some 
much needed rest for myself.  This a wonderful 
program.

-A Respite parent

Thank you to Bob and Millie Yost of Neenah for your 
annual donation of paper goods for camp! 

Second annual “Wines
Around the World”
a success for Easter Seals



Easter Seals Wisconsin’s second annual “Wines 
Around the World” event attracted more 

than 250 guests. Held February 25 at the 
Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites on Madi-
son’s west side, the event featured wines 
and hors d’oeuvres from Germany, Italy, 
the United States and Chile. Entertain-

ment was provided by the Ed Anders Quartet. 
Sponsors included Bretl’s Wine and Spirits, Cafe 
Rigoletto, Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, Madi-
son Newspapers Inc., Madison’s Wine & Cigar 
Room, Nedrebo’s Formal Wear, The Wine Bou-
tique, WCJZ Smooth Jazz Radio, Whole Foods 
Market, and WOLX/Triple M Radio. Easter Seals 
especially thanks Carlson Wagonlit Travel - Tar-
get East and Alto Vino Winery for gift donations.

Brenda Thompson, Easter Seals’ Director of 
Development for Northwestern Wisconsin, is 
shown with  Dale Nelson, manager of Burger 
King ® for North Central and Northern Wis-
consin. Burger King ® raised $3800 for Easter 
Seals selling coupons for frozen Coke.
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“I like the investment - being my own 
boss. And I like being able to produce the 
main thing people need: food.” Russ’ chil-
dren and grandchildren have worked the 
farm. “Family is very important to me,” he 
says.

Through DVR, Russ received a Kawasaki 
Mule and a Bobcat Loader, among other 

machinery. The equipment allows Russ 
to continue working despite the fact 
that he has suffered great knee pain.

Before the FARM program was in-
volved, “it was very painful just to 
walk,” he said. Yet, like most farmers, 
he adds, “I’d have kept farming. I’d 
have found a way to do it - somehow. I 

don’t intend to 
retire.” Ronald Schuler, professor chair 
of biological systems engineering at the 
University of Wisconsin and project 
director for AgrAbility, recognizes that 
farmers like Russ will attempt to press 
on despite illness or injury. “Without 
assistive devices, some of the farmers 
would discontinue farming, but many 

PUSH America fraternity builds 
shelter for Camp Wawbeek

Volunteers from PUSH America, a nonprofit organiza-
tion formed in 1977 by members of honor fraternity Pi 
Kappa Phi, provide service nationwide for people with 
disabilities. PUSH America has raised millions of dol-
lars and donated millions of man hours to build facili-
ties for people with disabilities across the nation.

 In October, members built a campout shelter at Silent 
Rock at Camp Wawbeek. They stayed for the weekend 
and participated in evening activities.

 Easter Seals Camp Wawbeek is thankful for PUSH 
America volunteers’ hard work.

Continued on page 6

Easter Seals Wisconsin welcomes
new, returning board members

WONDERFUL, AMAZING, HAPPY! 
(Who could ask for more?)  I love this 
place! This was my seventh  year.

-Spencer, Wawbeek camper ”

Rick Lonigro joined the 
Easter Seals Wisconsin 
Board of Directors in the 
fall. After having been 
an Easter Seals VIP for 7 
years, Rick said, “I saw 
firsthand the influence 
Easter Seals has on the 
lives of people who really 
need it. This was a way to 
expand my role with the 

organization.” Rick is senior manager of Grant 
Thornton, Madison. He and his wife Amia 
have a 4-year-old daughter Brooke and an in-

fant daughter, Lindsey.  



Board chair  Bill Holley 
returned to the Easter Seals 
board after a year away. 
He has been an Easter Seals 
volunteer for 20 years and 
spent 10 years on the board 
previously. “It feels fabulous 
to be back,” he says. “Some 

exciting things are happening in this very dif-
ficult market. “ Bill and his wife Lynn live in 
Middleton.

Donation Center giving
increases with mail system
After  five years of calling to arrange pick-ups, the 
Easter Seals Donation Center changed to a mail 

system and has seen a 
dramatic increase in dona-
tions.

Donation Center manager 
Jo Warren said the Dona-
tion Center had several 
reasons for changing from 
a phone-based to a mail-

based system. A big factor was the “no-call” list 
that Wisconsin implemented in January. Although 
the list is aimed at for-profit telemarketers and 
does not apply to nonprofit agencies, people who 
had joined the list were justifiably irritated when 
telephoned. In addition, many people now use 
cell phones as their primary phones, have unlisted 
numbers, and/or screen calls using caller ID. The 
Donation Center also found that it would be more 
economically efficient to use mail. 

“With the postcards, we are reaching 50% more 
people than we were before,” says Warren. “We 
can put information on the cards so people re-
ally know what Easter Seals is doing, and it gives 
us more visibility.” Warren says donations have 
increased 35-50% since December, when the large 
yellow postcards started being mailed out.

Through an arrangement with Savers, the Thrift 
Department Store, Easter Seals Wisconsin earns 
money for its programs by selling donated clothing 
and household goods to Savers.

Get dressed 
Find great clothes 
at fantastic bar-
gains for yourself, 
your child, or your 

1800 E. Washington Ave. Madison

Join us for the 5th annual Fall Sprawl 
and meet Jean Driscoll: Olympian ~ 
Paralympian, Speaker, Athlete 
 5 & 10K Run/Walk/Wheel
 Saturday, October 4, 2003
 Easter Seals Wisconsin Camp Wawbeek, Wisconsin Dells
 Registration 8-9 a.m.; races begin 9:15 a.m.

Come to the annual Pancake Breakfast 
the next morning at 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. - same location

For information contact Stu Mace at 608-277-8288 x 
107, smace@wi-easterseals.org

Sheila Braun (center), a counselor at Camp
Wawbeek, enjoys a warm day with two campers.

“  ”
I LOVED the campout, the campfire, the 
stories, the songs, the marshmallow roast-
ing, staying up late (don’t tell my mom!)

-Karin, Wawbeek camper

Spring is coming!
Celebrate spring with a robin! A limited num-

ber of our 24K gold-on-brass Christmas 
ornaments remain. The American 
robin, our state bird, was created 
by Madison artist Kathleen Parr 
McKenna. Only $15. To purchase 

one, contact Terri Spring at 608-
277-8288 x 109, tspring@wi-eas-

terseals.org.
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Join us for the Women’s
Residence Hall Dedication and 
Grand Opening after the Sprawl



THANK 

YOU

and their families would likely suffer financial ramifica-
tions because they would not be as productive as before.” 

“The great thing about our program is it combines the 
strengths of all the organizations involved,” says Leverenz. 
“It uses them in a way that they are available to farmers 
to help them achieve their goals of continuing to farm. It’s 
an exciting thing that we now have the resources and the 
partnership with DVR to do the assessment work.”

Christine Fessler, Easter Seals CEO, agrees. “There is such 
a tremendous need for this program in the state,” she says. 
“Easter Seals is pleased to have the opportunity to be able 
to respond to that need in a collaborative manner and so 
quickly and comprehensively.”

On the Ball
Elm Lawn Elementary School students in Middleton raised 
$6,144 for Easter Seals Wisconsin by shooting baskets. Princi-
pal David Meixelsperger presented a check to Mary Statz of 
Easter Seals with the top fund raisers.

Orrin Anderson 
  By Floyd & Marie Boerner
  Nancy J. Borcherding
  Steve & Kathy Borck
  J. Nathan & Mary Cunniff
  Dale & Bonnie Darling
  Glenn & Marybeth Deedon
  Albert & Jeanette Demaske
  William & Kathy DeVoe
  Jeanne Doenen
  Mary Pat Elsen
  Larry & Joan Gehrke
  Troy & Jennifer Gilbertson
  Patricia & Robert Guess 
  Robert & Nathalie Hamele
  John & Boni Hanson
  David & Carrie Hurd
  William Hutchins
  Carole Krause
  Jon & Judith Kuse
  David & Sharon Lake
  David & Judith Leege
  Irma LeMieux
  Kenneth & Miriam Lueck
  Daniel & Laurene Marz
  JeanAnn & Noel Mattei
  Frank Morton
  Robert & Judith Nygaard
  Al & Alene Olson
  Jewel Osborne
  Thomas & Darlene Otto
  Robert & Betty Playman
  Kay Prosser
  Jack Ragan

continued from page 5

Commemorative Gifts 
  Thomas Raczynski & Marie Greco 
  John & Irene Ronzia
  Stephen & Davonna Runde
  Mr. & Mrs. Richard Schauf
  Leroy & Kathleen Schumacher
  Verne & Yvonne Shea
  Allen & Avis Steele
  Edward Terry
  Charles & Dianne Thompson
  Roger & Carolyn Topson
  John & Joanna Van Wie
  Carole Vogts
  Richard & Karen Wampler
  Andrew & Judy Waterman
  Jack & Mary Waterman
  David & Denise Wimann
  Dan & Kathy Witecha
  Cost of Wisconsin, Inc. 
  The Polynesian Hotel 
  Trappers Turn 
  The Baraboo National Bank 
  Marve Grefe Farms 
  IN Realty, Inc. 
  Mayflower Church Young 
     Families Ministries 
  Wind River Financial, Inc. 
  S. R. Sales Co., Inc. 
  Milwaukee Bearing & Machining, Inc. 
  Hillestad Refrigeration, Inc. 

Timothy Baggot 
  By Karen Baggot
  Gene & Cheryl Harder
  Catherine Duerst-Schroeder

  Barbara Drollinger
  Bill Tongney
  Leland & Eleanor Palmer
  Ralph & Kathleen Holley
  Ron & Donna Newell
  Roy & Mary 
    Neuenschwander
  Michael & Kathleen Shelton
  Joan & John Dixon

Natalie Lynn Beard
   By Christine Fessler

Retha Belken 
  By Bonnie & Skip Bohse

Dorothy Creek 
  By Maury & Kay Frey
  Ross & Dorothy Knox
  Roger & Christine Olson
  Eugene & Nada Rupnow

Samantha Cullen 
  By Glenn & Sue Vosberg

Pauline Mary Dana 
  By Carroll & Marion Dana

Deceased families 
  By Mr. & Mrs. William Engel

Marie Frederick
  By Richard Stargard Family
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Verna M. Geiger
  By Columbus Elementary School 

Helen Heineke
  By Jane O’Sheridan

Lester Hellenbrand 
  By Mohammad Douglah
  Albert Gunther Shelly Strom
  Karen & Donald Stanley
  Darcy Veach

Suzanne Jourdan 
  By Bonnie & Skip Bohse

Mary Kopf 
  By Bonnie & Skip Bohse

Robert McNeil 
  By Kiwanis Club of Whitewater 

Maxine Nass 
  By Donald & Kim Drebenstedt
  Craig & Jill Morgan
  John & Patricia Nass
  Ronald Nass

Rick Olson 
  By Janet Olson

Cindy Phlam 
  By George & Jackie Leedle

Curtis  E. Peterson 
  By Mrs. Evelyn Peter- son

Muriel Rischette
  By Bob & Janiece Kirchoff

Russell R. Rosemann
  By Rosemann Family 
  Foundation, Inc.

Susan 
  By Norm & Jean Salt

Luella Schamens 
  By Bob & Janiece Kirchoff

Marie Schultz 
  By Robert & Cheryl Hays

Gladys Schulz 
  By ESA-Alpha Upsilon 

Todd Seth 
  By Barbara Seth

Alvah G. & Bertha L. Snyder 
  By Diane & Wayne Corey

Helen & Harvey Thomas
 and Jean Tromp 
  By Steven Tromp

Elizabeth Upham Davis
 & Caroline Upham Keene 
  By Dr. & Mrs. H. Clinton Davis

Horace and Mary Upham 
  By Mary N. Kudarauskas

James Van De Loo 

  By Cal & Marge Hewitt

Dorothy Vander Velden
  By Nancy Howard

Marion Wermuth
  By Violet Wilson

Wedding
John & Deb Delmage 
  By Peggy Holley

*Brick & Mortar
Catherine Lelinski

*Golden Trowell
Nancy Z. Schreiber

*These gifts are designated
for the Endowment Fund
and continue to provide
services through proceeds.

I thank God each time for the opportunity our 
family has had because of respite
service.  I have the highest regard for the 
people and staff that make this program pos-
sible; without the heart and dedication of the 
staff none of this would be possible.  It takes 
courage, compassion, and a giving heart to take 
care of special needs people;  I know. Easter 
Seals camps are a true blessing for us as well 

as the special needs children and young 
adults.  I pray that you all would be richly 
blessed by God for your dedication.  

- A Respite parent

We pick it up - you write it off!
Think about donating your resalable used 
car, boat, motorcycle or RV to Easter 
Seals Wisconsin. Your tax-deduct-
ible donation directly benefits 
people with disabilities. 877-
208-5109 toll-free.



Thank
 you

!

Easter Seals Wisconsin thanks C & H Distributing of 
Lake Delton, Wisconsin, for their continuing dona-
tion of $5,000 from the Wo-Zha-Wa Festival. Their 
donation makes it possible for individuals to attend 
camp. 
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Enclosed with this edition of 
the Network News is a Com-
memorative Gift Envelope. 
There is no finer way of honor-
ing loved ones than by giving 
to Easter Seals on their behalf. 
For information about includ-
ing Easter Seals in your estate 
plans, contact Nance Roepke at 
1-800-422-2324 x 117 or nancer@
wi-easterseals.org.


